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I offer my heartfelt congratulations to the Inter-University
Center for Japanese Language Studies (IUC) on its fiftieth
anniversary.

The strength of the U.S.-Japan relationship lies in our
shared values, abiding trust, and deep friendship. We are
close partners on the global stage, in fields ranging from
security to development to space exploration. Our unique
relationship is built upon a foundation of strong
people-to-people ties, often formed during study in each
others’ countries.

Operated by a consortium of fifteen universities, including
many American universities, IUC has trained over 2,000 of
the most important American scholars and business leaders
active in the U.S.-Japan sphere, providing them with
Japanese language skills necessary to do their jobs.

For half a century, IUC has fostered the development of
exceptionally talented communicators in the Japanese
language and outstanding experts on Japan, including Kurt
Tong, my own Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in
Tokyo. I expect equally outstanding contributions and
successes form IUC’s future graduates in the decades to
come, and express my sincere appreciation to all the

Sincerely,

institutions and benefactors who support the IUC's mission.
Cﬁ-v"'].d.»u. k,g,m_f
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